
Washington State 4th Grade WASL Scores Decline as Poverty Increases
Each point represents the percentage of 4th grade students in an individual school passing one of the four Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL) tests (Reading, Math, Writing,
and Listening) in Spring 2002, related to the percentage of students in that school eligible to receive free or reduced-price lunches in October 2001 (as a measure of poverty).  As was found with
data from 2000 & 2001, there is a significant correlation between higher instances of children in poverty and low percentages of 4th grade students passing the WASL tests in schools statewide.

Compiled October 2002 by Children’s Services, CTED, from Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction statewide data:  WASL and demographic data from WA State
Education Profile, 2001-2002 school year, at http://www.k12.wa.us/DataAdmin/default.aspx.  Poverty info also available from “October 2001 Public School District Free and
Reduced-Price Meal Eligibility Status by School” at http://www.k12.wa.us/childnutrition/.  Of the 1055 schools represented by this data, some may not display on each chart
due to exact data overlap and print resolution issues.  For more information:  360-725-2830, ECEAP_Admin@cted.wa.gov
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Reading Scores - Correlation = -0.691
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Math Scores - Correlation = -.597
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Writing Scores - Correlation = -.619
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Listening Scores - Correlation = -.627
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http://www.k12.wa.us/DataAdmin/default.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/childnutrition/
mailto: ECEAP_Admin@cted.wa.gov

